
$2.5 million boost to restore Provincial Buildings  
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he Christchurch Earthquake 

Appeal Trust and the Ministry 

for Culture and Heritage 

recently  announced they will 

jointly provide funding of $2.5 

million for the Canterbury 

Provincial Council Buildings, to be 

used towards restoration and 

reconstruction of its Armagh and 

Durham street stone towers. When 

completed, this work is intended to 

enable th e adjacent wooden 

buildings to re -open for public use 

as soon as possible. 
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The Armagh Street tower  in better days.  
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A word from the Chair  
 

ICOMOS New Zealand 

Travel Scholarship 

Announced  

Punishing pace tells: Laura Kellaway, Becky Harfield , Robyn Burgess, David  Reynolds, Jenny May, 

David Bade, Amanda O hs and Phillip Hartley enjoying a Christchurch easterly after a bout of 

disorientation.  
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Whoõs New? 
Gretel Boswijk  is a senior 

lecturer in the School of 

Environment at the 

University of Auckland .  

She studied 

Archaeology and 

Prehistory at the 

University of Sheffield, and specialised in 

dendrochronology.  Her research 

interests are in Environmental Change, 

dendroarchae ology, and the kauri 

timber industry, and she has a growing 

interest in recent landscape change and 

heritage issues.  

 

Wendy Hoddinott  is a 

heritage landscape 

architect with Opus 

International 

Consultants in 

ƹtautahi/Christchurch 

and for the past 7 

years has enjoyed working on local 

heritage projects - both through design 

work and the preparation of landscape 

conservation plans.  

 

Wendyõs work has taken her to some 

remarkable sites and settings including 

Takap uneke on Banks Peninsula for which 

she was enga ged by Christchurch City 

Council to be part of a consultant team 

providing input into the Takap uneke 

Conservation Plan.  Her input  included 

research into the cultural landscape 

history of Takap uneke, identification of 

site elements of Pak eha  significance, 

mapping changes to the landscape over 

time and developing policies for 

landscape heritage values . Other sites 

and settings where she has undertaken 

similar work include Tautahi P a / The Bricks, 

the first place of occupation for 

Canterbury Asso ciation surveyors and 

Christchurch õs first trade entrance , the 

historic residential gardens of the late 

Dame Ngaio Marsh on Cashmere Hills 

and Grubb Cottage in Lyttelton.  

 

The majority of her  work since the 

beginning of 2013 has been to provide 

heritage i nput and advice to the design 

team for the Te Papa ƹtƑkaro/ Avon 

River Precinct . and North and East 

Frames, two of the Anchor Projects for 

the Christchurch city rebuild.  

 

In May this year she starts a PhD at 

Lincoln University having recently 

received a Lincoln University Doctoral 

Scholarship to assist her studies.  She will 

continue to work part time with an aim to 

continue her interest in historic and 

documentary research  and the 

preparation of landscape conservation 

plans.  

 
Alex Lair d is a 

structural 

Engineer 

working for 

Opus 

International 

Consultants 

Ltd. Based in  

Christchurch he has  been carrying out 

seismic assessments and strengthening 

schemes on a number of heritage  

buildings from un -reinforced masonry 

churches to pre -1900 gaols .  

 

Prior to Christchurch he  worked in the UK 

as a structural engineer specialising in the 

structural works associated with the 

preservation and adaptive re -use of 18 -

19th Century country houses. He has 

enjoyed a wealth of interesting and 

challenging projects here  and moved to 

Christchurch as it is a fantastic gateway 

to the mountains and the sea.  

 
Bev Parslow  Came to 

archaeology  later in life 

in the late 1980 s 

entering Au ckland 

University as an adult 

student, did the 

archaeology field 

school at end of her BA year and then 

undertook a stint as a volunteer on 

excavations in London, Greece and 

Egypt before returning to NZ to start her 

MA.  

 

Her research focus at the time was on 

gender in archaeology, specifically 

women and fishing in the Pacific, 

culminating in re -locating to Otago 

University working with Richard Walter 

toward a PhD proposal as part of his Niue 

research.  
 

The early 199 0s saw a boom in Auckland 

CBD development  and Bevõs focus 

turned to employment as a contractor 

for Bioresearches Ltd, grounding her 

interest firmly in historic archaeology , 

particularly urban archaeology.  
 

In 1995 Bev was appointed Regional 

Archaeologist with Heritage New 

Zealand in Auckland where she has 

fostered her interests in archaeological 

site protection and management, 

undertaking a number of small 

collaborative research -based or rescue 

excavations at Medlands, and Browns 

Spar Station Mahurangi and broader 

heritage identification and m anagement 

projects  - City @ Risk and Learning 

Quarter University of Auckland. Bev is also 

a member of member of NZAA  and  

ASHA, the Australasian Society for 

Historical Archaeology.  

 

New Student member 

Stacy Vallis  is currently 

studying towards a 

Master of  Architecture  

(Professional) at the 

University  of Auckland.   

Studying History and 

Classical Studies, combined with many 

an episode of Time Team, has resulted in 

her aspiration to pursue a career in 

conservation.  
 

Stacy i s look ing  forward to participating 

in and following the work of ICOMOS, 

both in New Zealand and overseas.   
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The Victoria Clock Tower and Victoria Mansions on the corner of Victoria and Montreal Streets. Both were quake -damaged.  

The Public Trust Building - demolition denied  

 
 

 
Canterbury 
Tales 
Amanda Ohs  reports 

on some good news 

coming out of 

Christchurch this 

month.  

A rare win for 

Christchurch 

heritage in a 

billboard application 

case 

CERA declines  Public 

Trust demolition  


