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A Word from the 

Chair 
 

t is officially 

the start of 

spring as I pen 

these few words – 

and a glorious 

spring day it has 

been in 

Christchurch too – 

the daffodils are out in full force. 

 

 

I 

 

Join us at the 

ICOMOS New Zealand 

2013 Annual General Meeting 

 
Whakatū Marae, Nelson 

18 – 20 October 2013 

Theme:  Cultural Landscapes  He Whenua He Taonga 

Deadline for bookings: This Friday, 4 October 

ICOMOS NZ 
2013 Conference 
Whakatu - Nelson 
 

http://www.icomos.org.nz/
http://www.whakatumarae.co.nz/home.html
http://www.whakatumarae.co.nz/home.html
http://www.phys.canterbury.ac.nz/starlightfestival/
http://www.phys.canterbury.ac.nz/starlightfestival/
http://www.highstreetstories.co.nz/
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Christchurch Town Hall to be conserved 



 

ICOMOS NZ News September 2013 Page 3 

 

P
h

o
to

: 
D

a
v
id

 R
e

y
n

o
ld

s 

Media matters 
 

 
ICOMOS New Zealand tends not to 

become involved in campaigns for 

individual buildings - to do so would 

occupy most of its time and divert 

attention away from development 

and promotion of professional 

standards in heritage conservation. 

 

Following the Canterbury earthquakes 

of 2011 and 2012, ICOMOS New 

Zealand made its position known, 

advocating through a number of 

media releases a process of careful 

assessment and treatment of 

damaged heritage buildings, following 

the principles of the ICOMOS New 

Zealand Charter (2010).  

 

Our 2011 submission to the Canterbury 

Earthquakes Royal Commission further 

developed that argument and in that 

forum we found we were very much 

lone voices in an environment where 

the public and media advocated 

‘safety first’ demolition. 

 

There are two exceptions, both of 

which involved matters of principle. 

Firstly we engaged in a protracted 

correspondence with the Prime 

Minister on the neglect of the 

Canterbury Provincial buildings 

collapsed Stone Chamber when it 

seemed emergency cover for the was 

way off anyone’s agenda.  Action 

followed, albeit two snowfalls later.  

 

Secondly, when it appeared in May 

last year that the Anglican Church 

Property Trustees had a fine new 

cathedral in mind we wrote to Bishop 

Victoria Matthews, urging the Anglican 

Diocese of Christchurch to pause in its 

(then make-safe) demolition 

programme and take time to share 

and discuss its engineering assessment 

both with the profession and the wider 

public so that all might be able to 

evaluate that advice, and understand 

how the Diocese had come to make 

its decision.  ICOMOS NZ’s letter was 

consigned to ‘the appropriate project 

groups.’ 

 

Following the September 10 

announcement of the Church Property 

Trustees intention to demolish the 

cathedral and rebuild we issued this 

media release. 

 

- Editor 

 

Cathedral rebuild ignores opportunity  
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Old Government Buildings 
 

Old Government Building photos (above) courtesy 

Richard Nester, Dept. of Conservation, Wellington

St Marys of the Angels 

Old Public Trust  

Old Public Trust - yellow stickered 

 

Other damage: 

ICOMOS NZ 

2013 Election Results 

Chairperson 

Executive Board 
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What’s up at NZ World Heritage Tentative List sites? 
Kevin Jones
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 

 

ā

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whakarua Moutere (Cape Reinga) 

Cape Reinga 
 

Kerikeri Basin Historic Precinct 

 

Kerikeri Basin.  

 

 

 

 

Removing the bridge, Kerikeri Basin 

 

 

http://www.doc.govt.nz/upload/documents/getting-involved/consultations/consultations-results/our-world-heritage/our-world-heritage.pdf
http://www.doc.govt.nz/upload/documents/getting-involved/consultations/consultations-results/our-world-heritage/our-world-heritage.pdf
http://www.doc.govt.nz/upload/documents/getting-involved/consultations/consultations-results/our-world-heritage/our-world-heritage.pdf
http://www.doc.govt.nz/upload/documents/getting-involved/consultations/consultations-results/our-world-heritage/our-world-heritage.pdf
http://www.doc.govt.nz/upload/documents/getting-involved/consultations/consultations-results/our-world-heritage/our-world-heritage.pdf
http://www.doc.govt.nz/Documents/getting-involved/consultations/closed-consultations/Kororipo-Kerikeri_Basin_2007.pdf
http://www.doc.govt.nz/Documents/getting-involved/consultations/closed-consultations/Kororipo-Kerikeri_Basin_2007.pdf
http://www.doc.govt.nz/Documents/getting-involved/consultations/closed-consultations/Kororipo-Kerikeri_Basin_2007.pdf
http://www.doc.govt.nz/Documents/getting-involved/consultations/closed-consultations/Kororipo-Kerikeri_Basin_2007.pdf
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Maungakiekie, One Tree Hill 

ā

ū ā

 

 

Te Kopuke, Mt St John 

 

Napier Marine Parade and Sound Shell 

http://www.doc.govt.nz/Documents/science-and-technical/sfc310.pdf
http://www.doc.govt.nz/Documents/science-and-technical/sfc310.pdf


 

ICOMOS NZ News September 2013 Page 7 

 

P
h

o
to

s:
 N

a
p

ie
r 

A
rt

 D
e

c
o

 T
ru

st
 

Napier’s 1931 Marine Parade and Sound Shell 

 

Quotes ... 
“The 22-year-old was asleep when the 

magnitude 6.6 quake struck, after working 

the late shift as a chef.”  

 
Herald writer Amelia Wade finds work for idle 

quakes.         - NZ Herald 17 August. 

 
Napier’s ‘violent convulsion’ of 23 February 

1863. -The Press 17 March 1863

Sorry  

ICOMOS New Zealand News is published by ICOMOS 

New Zealand (Inc.) / Te Mana O Nga Pouwhenua O Te 

Ao - The New Zealand National Committee of the 

International Council on Monuments and Sites 
 

Editor: David Reynolds 
 

Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the 

ICOMOS New Zealand Executive Board. 

© 2013 ICOMOS New Zealand 
 

Editorial contact: news@icomos.org.nz  

mailto:news@icomos.org.nz
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The Christchurch Board meeting earlier this year provided the 

opportunity to inspect the interior of the Canterbury Provincial 

Buildings  

 

 
Above: The interior of Mountfort’s 1865 stone chamber bathed in orange 

light from the temporary plastic roofing membrane.  The walls have been 

reduced to the height of the stone panels.  A surprising amount of the 

flooring is relatively undamaged though small areas are visible where 

masonry or timber has penetrated.  This temporary roof has since been 

replaced by a smart grey coloursteel number. 

 

Left: the east wall of the stone chamber showing the remaining buttresses 

and the Timber Chamber (right). 

 

Below left and right: Interior of the timber chamber with its temporary 

supports.  This space received some damage from falling masonry from 

the adjacent tower, but is largely intact. 

 

Inside the Canterbury Provincial Buildings 
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Above: Removal of later wall cladding reveals brick nogging in one of the 

upstairs office. 

 

Above & below right: Damage to the breastwork of chimneys is 

widespread throughout the building and a programme to stabilise these 

elements has been undertaken.  Again, removal of the 20th century 

wallboards has revealed both a variety of styles of fireplaces and many 

early colour schemes. 

 

 
 
Above & Below: Temporary bracing in the former Belgian Beer Cafe 

tenancy. 

 

 
 
Right: Most of the tiled decorative panels around the lower walls of the 

Stone Chamber have survived well. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


